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ABSTRACTS

Chinese-Style Modernization and the Modern Characteristics of Chinese Path
Zhao Yiliang « 47

Modernization is a generic concept depicting the transformation from traditional
to modern society. It is not only a temporal concept that refers to the passing of time
from ancient and medieval history to modern times, but also a theoretical concept
representing the practical process of separating from tradition and embracing
industrial society, a process driven by the scientific and technological revolutions.
“Modernity” is commonly applied to appraising modernization; it generally refers to
the philosophical reflections and theoretical summation of the fundamental
characteristics and manifestations of modern society which took shape in the course of
modernization. Such assessments mainly touch upon the phased characteristics and
core elements of social structure transformation and the pursuit of a new civilizational
order. However, since countries vary in terms of economic foundation, natural
conditions, and cultural tradition, modernity presents different characteristics in
different places. The main driving force of Western modernization is capital, so
Western society” s modern features are the comprehensive “materialization” of the
mode of production, the relative “ personal independence founded on objective
dependence,” and the rupture between the community and the individuals. Chinese-
style modernization has opened up a non-capitalist path to modernization characterized
by the unity of the core of the leadership and the people as subject, the unity of social
progress and human development, and the unity of instrumentality and purpose.
Chinese-style modernization has created a Chinese version of socialist civilization.

Socialism with Chinese Characteristics Creates a New Form of Human Civilization
Liu Jianjun « 60 -

“Civilization” is a concept marking a state of human progress; it is a holistic
summary and positive assessment of the results of human understanding and

“a form of civilization” can refer to

transformation of the world. The term
civilizational patterns at different stages of historical development in the temporal
sense, and in the spatial sense it can refer to the civilizational patterns in different
regions of the world. Socialism with Chinese characteristics constitutes a form of
civilization, because it is a civilizational creation by China, which has inherited the
genes of Chinese civilization and incorporated the achievements of world civilizations,
and unified material, political, spiritual, social and environmental fields. As a new
and unique form of civilization emerging in the world, it is not a simple and typical
form of civilization, rather, it is a complex and “atypical” one, which must be
understood in a comprehensive manner from multiple dimensions of Chinese
civilization, modern civilization and socialist civilization. It can be said that the new
form of socialist civilization with Chinese characteristics is the contemporary form of
Chinese civilization, the Chinese form of socialist civilization and the transcendent
form of modern civilization. This new form of civilization has enriched the diversity of
world civilizations, promoted exchanges and mutual understanding among

« 205 -
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civilizations, advanced the progress of human civilization and is playing a leading role
in the future development of human civilization. Socialist civilization with Chinese
characteristics has taken shape, but it is still developing and will have a clearer and
more mature profile in the future.

Rethinking the Chinese Classical Hermeneutic Tradition
Li Chunqging » Meng Zhuo and Li Qingliang « 75 -

Editor’ s Note: Hermeneutics has a unique value in a modern, well-defined
disciplinary system. It is a fundamental discipline within a fundamental discipline, as
it is creatively centered on understanding and maintains the greatest possible holistic
connection with the human spiritual world. The development of the discipline of
hermeneutics is conducive to breaking the artificial fragmentation and disciplinary bias
of the modern disciplinary system, and is of great significance to the construction and

> of philosophy and social science with Chinese

innovation of the “three systems’
characteristics.

Since the mid-1990s, the study of hermeneutics in China has achieved
remarkable results, but compared to other mature disciplines, it is still in many
respects in the stage of searching for a foothold. The reasons for this are manifold,
but the main one is the lack of sufficient dialogue between the Chinese and Western
hermeneutic traditions, especially the lack of activation of the resources and
characteristics of the Chinese classical hermeneutic tradition. In recent years, with
growing cultural self~awareness, self-confidence and self-improvement in the
academic community, more and more scholars have realized that the construction of
hermeneutics with Chinese characteristics must be based on Chinese culture,
emphasize Chinese traditions, and protect Chinese values.

To this end, we have organized this special issue on “Rethinking the Chinese

> Li Chunging’ s article “On the Generation of

Classical Hermeneutic Tradition.’
Jingyi (Confucian Classics Argumentation): The Objectives and Methods of the
Hermeneutics of the Classics,” takes traditional Chinese Confucian classics as the
subject of research, focusing on the subject, purpose, objectives and methods of
interpretation. The history of the hermeneutics of the Confucian classics has gone
from “sublime and profound words with deep meaning,” through “fully analyzing the
words to get at the meaning,” “using the classics to establish the argument,” and
“seeking the proper meaning of the argumentation.” This outlines the continuous
expansion and changes in the hermeneutics of the classics from the pre-Qin period to
the Song period, providing a useful reference and inspiration for the construction of
contemporary Chinese hermeneutics. In “The Modern Path of ‘ Argumentation
through Exegesis’: On the Hermeneutic Direction of Chinese Exegetics,” Meng
Zhuo compares the discussions in traditional Han and Song studies on the topic of
“argumentation through exegesis” and analyses the break with tradition in the
linguistically based modern transformation of exegetics. In this context, the article
shows a path for the development of modern exegetics towards hermeneutics. The
discussion has a creative inspiration for traditional Chinese exegetics. In his article
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